Ris Tinto’s QIT Mada
gascar Minerals (QMM)
in ° Madagasear -~ has
won the 2009 Nedbank
Environmental — Award.
The award was presented
"at a ceremony at Nedbank
headquarters in Sandton,
. Johannesburg on Thursday,
22 Qctober 2009. '

The Environmental Award
honours a company that has

made .a significant effort .

in terms of protecting or
improving the biophysical
environument in which it oper-
" ates. QMM was recognised
for its' groundbreaking work
and commitment in enviroz-
ment and biodiversity espe-
cially its net positive impact,

Manon Vincelette, head
of Community Affairs,
Biediversity and Sustainable
Development at QMM said:
“We are very proud to be
a recipient of this esteemed
award. More important, we
are pleased that QMM has
been recognised for protect
ing and conserving the unique
biodiversity of its mining sites
and other refated infrastruc-
tures and for building capa
city for better use of the natu-
ral resources.”

“l share this award with
our hardworking employees
at Rio Tinto and QMM as
an affirmation that our dedi-
cation and effort to address
the issues of biodiversity and
ecosystem service degrada-
tion witl have long reaching

and positive effects for seci-
ety and present a benchmark
for the mining industry. Of
' course we have not dome
this alone, Active engage-
ment with local, national and

international  stakeholders
has been fundamental. fo the
suecess of the project. We
engaged extensively with aid
agencies and imternational

" institutions fo build capability

in the areas of communities,
education and health, QMM
afso worked with mumer
ous specialist eavironmental
organisations researching the

region’s biodiversity, [ also

thank our former maraging
director Gary O’Bryan for his
support and direction on the
project.”

An independent biodiver-
sity advisory comemittee was
formed in 2001 to review
the biodiversity strategy and
on-the-ground conservation
action that consists of bio-
divessity experts in various
fields of long-standing expe-
rience and giobatly renowned
research  eredentials  in
Madagascar,

Rio Tinto recogniscs that
biodiversity and ecosystem

‘service degradation are issues

of global significance that
will have long reaching, nega-
tive effects for society if not
addressed promptly aad effec-
tively, These issues present
uew challenges to the mining
industey as a whole,
Noteworthy  characteris-

tics of QMM'S biodiversity
programme include identify-
ing opportupities to enhance
biodiversity conservation and
promate fast growing plan-
tations for community use,
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biodiversity  conservation,

rebabilitation  ard  dune
stabilisation. It also seeks to
restore the natural ecosystems
and rehabilitate the land.

- Threeindependentand expert

adjudicators in consultation
with Nedbank were appointed
to peruse and evaluate all sub-
missions and the award winner
selected based on the “best-in-
class” principle.



